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THE EDUCATION OF IDIOTS.

JOCY AND 1TS TREATMENT BY THE THYSIO-
LOGICAL METITOL, n, EpwARD feoms, M. D, Fid
pp Wl Willism Weood & Co.

The Importance of the subliot of this trestiee,
deficioncy of lhurungh and philogoplileal works upon
fdiocy, sud the acknew leded position of Dr,, Eeguin
&9 one of the fisé of living psyebologlits, give the
volume now before na & wore ‘ﬂmrui luterest than
#ften portaine to medical writings. Il only within
the prescut coutury that seything like s rational nys-
tem had been pursned o the education of the unfor-
tunate class to whose improvement the anthor of this
ook has devoted bimeeif, | Indeed, nntil the eminent
!‘meh grgeon Teard undertook, In 1801, the edu.’
cation’ef a boy tound running wild in the forest of
Aveyron, &u i endeavored, following the philosophical
theorion of his master Condillae, to develop bis intels
lectual faculties by means of sepsations, no erstem ot
sl was pursued by the fow benevolent persons who
pow and- then attempted to elevats the condition of
Id:ot and if lhmI:mr creatirea managed to learn &

things by it was all that anybody expectad
hl them, Itard mearly discovered the right way to go
%0 work when he #et abour teachiug the savago of
Aveyron; but he believed illocy Incurable, and re.
rn'iﬂl the savege boy ll!.'l.’l.j]'\ u& ontirely untaught,
"isdad was omused to the erdivary food of men, and
sebocied Lie viotuals by the smell,  When he wanted
te drink he stretched bimselfl at full length on the
4, apd immersed hie chin M the water like a
Et. He tore up all the ofbthes that were given himg
coustantly to escape; offen walked on all fours;

ht with his teeth; had no articalate Inng’uum
even appearsd to luck the[luul!y of speech; gave
Sew signs of intelligence; but wos kind, complaisant,
and foud of ofressen. Iml Mﬁ:m hig training with

6o uhao(pnmu than *to" wolvo the mutnphym.nl
determining what might be the
Iligenoe, and the nature of the ideas of a ] whu.
le[mved from Dbirth of all eduestion, should have
m cutirely separated from the fudividunls of his
" {n other words, to discover *the matursl
of the buman mind, obliterated in us by arti.
culture,” The method he first adopted was to,
sileavor to endear the boy to pocial life; to awaken
Et:nemu- sensibility by the most energetic stimu.
ts, and Ly qmckaning the affections of the soul;

%o extend tho ro of his idess by creating new
ants and multiplying his associations with sorround-
beinge; to nul him to the use of speech, by de-

munlug the exercise of Imitation, under the spur of
ssity i* agd Lo uurdse? during a cerfain time, the
imple operatious of his pind upon his physical w ants,

d therefrom dorive U an ication of the knme to
jects of Imstruction. peyehological method
Mu I'ell enough adapted to the edncation of a savage;
Hard seoms to have had a suspicion that savage-
was pot the enly avil bie bad to deal with; for,
course of & year or more we find him framing o
progranime, based upon y:r;mlughul prinniplun,
'tumnnmg the developme the scuses, the de-
Yelopment of the ]ma!l. Llu 1 faculties, and the de-
t of the affective functions, He made no

rmal exposition of this systemand when, after #ix
succesaful labor, he discovered that his

was noj ooly & gavage bt an idiot, bo believed

wll lost, and gave up in despair,

eredit of -lu-nmtl:mg and putting into opera-
‘s or belongs to hﬂ. upil, Dr.
in. With & commendable modesty the dootor
from claiming the henor which ls fairly his
but ks reputation is fortunately so well estab-
WL um:ﬂ little danger of his nemrun Iwhrg

r several run of therough
to the canses and philosophy of idioey, Dr. Beguin
o echoo} for idiots in Paris in 1838, and was &0
.ueeu!ul that the school of tho Bicdtre was placed
nnd the French® Academy, whose
tu carefully tested his system, gavo him
testimonial of their approval. After fhe revolution
1848 he came ta the Upited States, where, oxeept

ng one brief Mterval, hie has since rosided, assist-
in the organizition aud improvement of various

uirlnrm.
‘llﬂ):' legain slarts from the principle that idiecy
but little from & prolonged inluncy. It isan

of certain functions of the wind and body
by deficiency of nutrition in I.he feetus and the
' w-born infant; and it m be, in a more or less
Wm lete messure, relieved ldnpﬂn‘ the principles
ysiologyg, thmu;ls yd{alogieal means and in-
entg, 10 the develapment of the dynamic, pers
ptive, :e!lsema‘ aml spoutancons functions of
uth. W thess funotions nnder um
f tﬂ.lﬁl intelligonce, and will;

ition of theidiot sll three must be ad

ust edmoste themm ol as throe d!stlnel

Iulnsm :nﬁarndont powers, but
other, m,:udmn!-
UIM fml:iuulk!dlmi their per-

of

&mion 5 to Imlg‘ their notable deficiency con-
itates idiocy. d: ‘10(:: al education aims to re-
Jore the harmony fanetions. The first thing
‘ be done in the tratuing of an idiot is to correct the
‘Jeficiencies and of motive power, which

‘s@alwaye the most striking and injorious peculiari-
tierof the disease. This isdons by a mild course of

munastice, due care being had not to develop the

out of to the nervous system.
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Hiom haldlng e bands“lovg enongh in the desired
position to make him feel what it i wo mn After
n time ba in to be placed in full view of a gronp of

| ehildren imitating motions that are u.mle fur them.

Mot uns of differenit limba, of the whole uod;' of the

| eyes, lips, tongue, ete., are taught in mocession, and
the | specinl aitention In |\nh! to the organs whose action is

most defective, Thus the obfld is gradaally hrought
to realize thut every part of the body may be

upon to augwer the summont of an external will, and
must bo at all times ready, and this senes Inpur.a to
the connleyance sooner or later, & parmanent expres.
sion of intelligende,

Thenext thing is to edncate the sensee, and the ﬁul
to be trained in the sense of touch, because it e
most genernl, all the othar senses briﬁg in feot on y
modifications of it. The same pt‘luci los which we
have traced l the parts of Dr, Boguin's system al-
ready described, aro followed in thn im rnnmul of
thess functions, a8 well as of tlul'aeu ty of
and the memory and imagination., The foundstion ol'
the Doctor’s méthiod is the principle of cowp
which he de;lfmm-u a8 ‘‘matore’'s own mothod of
teaching manl " e mokes great use of musie, of
drawing (for which many iliots Lave s decided aptis
thde), and of ohject-loxsons,

He next passes on to the moral trnatinent of the m
tient, detining th?s branch of education to be ** the
nj‘stcmam action of u will npon another in view of its
improvoment.” Punishment ingdo be avoided until it
s cortajn thict the understandingof the wrong preceded
its commission, Rewards and carceses must also b
given very oautlonely, becanse when injndiciously sp.
plied they break she "continubty of efforts begun and
cnnee a diversion from set fesks and s relaxation of
the will, What the pupil will not do &t the command
of the teacher, he will often imitate from the actions
of another child, Ro idiots, bowever Ineapablo, can
be made to act effigienily one npons othor if we know
how to oppose the vivaciong to the fmmebile, the
loquaclous to the mute, the imitative to the cire.

the affectionate to the indiflerent, Never-
theléss obediemee must be twught, though se-
verity is to be avolded; and Dr. Beguin gives some
very ourious dotails of the careful method by which

the taacher ought to give etuphagis te- his commands
his gestnres, his artitnde, evon the tion

—his loaks, h
of his fuet, helping to enforeo the divectiona given by
hislipa. Concurrently with the teaching of obediruce
the master must begin to nse the gentler forms of iu-

{ dncement which eonduct the ehild gradually from pas-

sive subjeotion to eamnest | rel-government.  ‘the ap-
potits is conqnered and made to conduce tomoral and
mental improvement, As the patient makes progress
and comes out of **(he first arur nearly despairing pe-
riod of his training,” he is tanght to work forn short
time every duy—in no case wore than four or five
hours out of the twenty-four, and always with some
definite objeet; and as much time s possible ie de-
voted to what Dr. Seguin calls the most sensible of
our duties, that of making the pupils merry by sports,

ames, musie, dancing, and theatrieal porformances,

'he development of the sense of afleetion, which the
author well says in the end of his teaching aa it was
its beginning, muet be through the power of love. We
must teach the child that he is loved, and make him
eager to love in hia turn,

Dr. Bognin doseribes in detsil what an _institntion
for the training of idiots ought to be, and cites a num-
ber of interesting coses, many of them from his own
practice, showing the. reiults of his srstem, nnd
throwing light upon certain of the cauges of idioey
which desarve the careful atteution of parents. His
trentise is & valuable contributivn both to sciones and
philanthropy; and we can hardly say more in its
praise than that it is worthy of the distingulehed repu-
tation of its suthor.
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THE FINEST COFFEE IMPOLTED,
with sspecial refermes to the
REW ﬂahl TABLE,
NEW
NEW
NEW
REW
NEW ¥
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
HEW
wh'ch will boseld sb
 CENTS A POUND,
WCENTS A POUND,
« CENTS A POUND,
 CENTS A TOUND,
4 CENTS A POUND,
4 CENTS A POUND,
® rnrﬁ_muw.
No New Yoar's table will be complete without It

bty stoek of

l

!

313l

'un:.c.
EAILS TABLE,
YEAR'S TADLE,
YEAR'S TABLE,
¥ :m TABLE,
rnu 3, TABLE.
YEARS TABLE,

Hi

IH

THOICE TEAS,

CIOICE TEAS,

CIOICY TEAS,

CHUICE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,

cHOITE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,

CHOICE TEAS,
fa new full snd cemplels, sad they are seliicg them af 1o following
low priess: =~ D I

12

I

I

BEST OOLONO #1.
BEST GOLONG #1L.
BRST GOLUNO #1.
BEST OOLONG 8L
BEST GOLONG 81,
BEST QULONO 8.
nnr.uiﬁ;'-a R
1

BEST OREEN #8115,
EEST GREEN #1 35,
BEST OREEN #1135
!h(‘mmﬂulbﬂrp;:a the cargo, snd tberefers save
10 khe curtomaer sevea or elghl pr .uuf-al-lﬂhmn.

AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
AS.A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
A8 A MOLIDAY FRESENT,
AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
A8 A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
AS A NOLIDAY PRESENT,
A8 A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,

AS A HOLIDAY PRESENT,
i’no {0 aaihing fhat would he u;:«mma than & package of (e
or coffes) and the reciplet e sore of o of gstiing the walue of the woney
axpanded [which lo not slways lho cnaw with fancy srticlesyif these
goodsare nnLuel at .lu or m—;:..mqm of
THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY.
THE GREAT AMERH-'AN TEA COMPANY.
TiE AREAT AMERICAY TEA SOMPANY.
THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY,
THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY,
THE GREAT AMEEICAN TEA COMPANY,
THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY.
THE GREAT AMEKIUAN TEA COMPANY.
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